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If it Was Easy…
I’m sure we have all heard the expression, “If it was easy, everyone would do it.” I can think of a
number of arenas of life in which this statement holds true; in fact, I have experienced this reality in
my own life on a number of occasions and, if I am honest, I never was able to commit to being one of
the few “masters” of any particular field. When I was in college I wanted to master the guitar; but, I
wasn’t willing to sacrifice five hours a day to practice. When I was in seminary I wanted to master
Greek and Hebrew; but, I lacked the discipline to spend my Saturday afternoons studying instead of
goofing around. When I lived in California I wanted to have a physique like the guys I saw seemingly everywhere; but, I wasn’t willing to commit to the kind of diet and exercise regimen required to
attain such a goal.
Alas, if it was easy, everyone would do it. Over the next two months or so leading up to Advent, we
are going to be exploring Jesus’ most comprehensive and longest set of teachings, the sermon on the
mount (Matthew 5:1-7:29). Most scholars agree this large body of teaching is a collection of Jesus’
teachings placed by Matthew into one singular sermon—a sermon in which Jesus lays out the kind of
disciplined life he requires of his followers. As we will see in the coming weeks, many of these
teachings are challenging and are guaranteed to stretch us as disciples of Christ. Jesus makes it clear
that God expects a commitment to righteousness that goes far beyond what many in the Church have
settled for. But, if it was easy…
Here is a quick sketch of where we are headed in the coming weeks (ideally):
Week One: The Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-12)
Week Two: Salt and Light (Matt. 5:13-20)
Week Three: Anger (Matt. 5:21-26)
Week Four: Oaths (Matt. 5: 27-37)
Week Five: Enemies (Matt. 5:38-48; 7:12)
Week Six: Motives (Matt. 6:1-15)
Week Seven: Treasure (Matt. 6:19-34)
Week Eight: Judging (Matt. 7:1-6)
Week Nine: Enter (Matt. 7:7-11; 13-14)
Week Ten: Act (Matt. 7:15-27)
God bless you all,
Pastor Craig
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Wesley’s Swiss Steak Supper

Thursday, October 14
4:00-6:30 PM (or until gone)
Drive Through ONLY!
Tickets: $12.00
Menu: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes &
gravy, green beans, fresh-baked bread
and pumpkin roll
Monetary donations are being accepted to help defray
the cost of food. Contributions can be sent to the church
office or given to Judy Alman or Susan Dixon.
Please mark “for Swiss Steak”.

School has started and fall is coming to touch our
lives. Such changes bring great opportunities to embrace our daily life, to appreciate nature and each
other. The past 18 months have proved to be a challenge for us. Focusing on what is healthy and purposeful makes a big difference. Studies on our collective health have demonstrated the difficulties we
have faced as well as the benefits of focusing on the
here and now, giving attention to what feeds us in a
healthy way. The term often used in the literature is
that many of us have experienced “languishing”,
which sits between depression on the one side and
thriving on the other.
Wesley Family Outreach Ministry is a phone call
away should there be issues that get in your way.
Whatever you and I focus on will expand. So, let’s
be willing to focus on what is helpful and healthy.
Ken Zimmerman, Wesley Family Outreach Ministry
641-512-5565

Saturday Service has resumed at
Wesley: Saturdays at 5:00 PM

Wesley/Grace Charge Conference
Wesley will host this year’s Charge Conference Circuit
on Sunday, October 10 at 2:00 PM.
Churches included:
Goldfield, Manly, Bethel‐ Bolan, Trinity, Mason City First, Mason City Wesley‐Mason City Grace, Morgan/BradfordLee Center‐Dows Nora Springs ‐Rudd‐Plymouth‐Rock Falls,
Northwood‐Lake Mills, Asbury, Renwick, Rowan United Church

World Communion Sunday, October 3, 2021

If you would be interested in participating in Trunk-or-Treat
at Wesley this year for Halloween, please call the office
(423-6549), send an email to patty@mcwesley,org or jot a
note on the Communication Stub in your Sunday bulletin!
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October 1, 2021 is the date for seniors 60+ and/or Disabled persons can file applications for the North Iowa
Community Action Organization’s Energy Assistance Program for 2021-2022. (All other eligible households may
file beginning November 1, 2021.)
This program is not designed to pay a household’s total energy costs. The program will provide supplemental assistance
based on several factors, including total household income, household size, dwelling type, type of heating fuel and others. Printable applications available at www.nicao-online.org. Apply online at https://portal.liheapia.net/.
Zion Reformed Church (2029 Jonquil Ave., Sheffield) will have a Drive Thru “Pumpkin Patch Bazaar” on Saturday, October 2 from 11:00 AM—2:00 PM.
Drive Thru Market (Stay INSIDE Car)
 Meal-to-Go: $10 choice of Pork Sandwich or 1/4 lb. beef hot dog with calico beans, potato salad, chips, dessert bar,
water OR $3 pork sandwich of hot dog only.
 Pantry: includes canned meat
 Bakery: includes whole pies—$12, mini pies -$3; breads, pastries, bars, snacks (prepackaged for your safety)
 Crafts and cards
 Frozen Meals/Soups: Shepherds Pie, Ham/Potato Casserole, Spaghetti Pie, Chicken Wild Rice Casserole, Potato
Soup, Veggie Beef Barley Soup
 Online Auction items! Visit www.zionreformed,com and click on “Drive Thru Pumpkin Patch”. Deadline to bid: Sept.
26, 6:00 PM. You will be notified.
First United Methodist Church (119 S. Georgia) will hold a Rummage Sale on Friday, October 8, 7:00 AM—6:00
PM and Saturday, October 9 from 8:00 AM—noon.
Bag Sale $5, Saturday 8 AM—noon. (Bag Sale excludes jewelry, antiques and collectibles.
Rockwell St Peter Lutheran Women are sponsoring a Fall Festival on October 16 th from 9:00-3:00 at the church
parish hall.
There will be vendors, bake sale, silent auction, and lunch 11:00-1:00 (dine in/carry out). The proceeds from the Fall
Festival will help support the women’s expenses and projects. We invite you to join us for fun and fellowship!

Trinity Lutheran Church (213 N. Pennsylvania Ave,. Will hold its annual Scandinavian Bazaar on Thursday, November 4 from 8:00 AM-2:00 PM.
Coffee Shop serving Norwegian goodies from 8-10:30 AM, $8 Scandinavian Meatball luncheon served in two shifts
(11:00 AM and 12:30 PM), Scandinavian Boutique selling specialty items, Gift Gallery, Book Nook and Bake Shop. All
are welcome!
Please Note: Due to Covid 19, meal tickets need to be purchased in advance. Call 641-423-0536 to make a reservation.
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Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of
those who have given their consent, either by letting the
church and/or pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)

Condolences: to the friends and family of Ron Gettman who passed
away on Sept. 2 and to Caren Ellis whose great-nephew was killed in
a vehicle crash in Kentucky.
New Address: Art & Carol Ades, 325 Collins Rd SE Unit 445, Cedar
Rapids, IA 52408
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Thank You:
A big thank you to everyone who helped prepare, serve and clean up after
the Sunday Breakfast. Thank you, also, for all the birthday wishes. The
church family is very special to me. Blessings to all,
Donna Sutcliffe
Thank you to Pastor Craig for the beautiful message at Mom’s (Connie
Dieken’s) Celebration of Life. Thank you to Donna Sutcliffe and the wonderful women who served the luncheon and thanks to the men who washed
dishes. It is a blessing to be a part of the Wesley UMC family.
Donna Rafferty & Family
We are doing church at home. Miss everyone, but we’re still afraid of Covid.
We are two older people, so we stay close to home. Your Christian friends,
Clifford Boyer and Marjorie Sheldon
Once again, many thanks to Bev McGowan for keeping the office shipshape while I was off channeling my inner beach bum. You are appreciated!
Patty Strottman
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all who so generously donated school supplies for the children in the Lincoln Intermediate School!
Lincoln Staff
On behalf of the Harding Elementary staff and students, I would like to thank
you for the donation of school supplies. Your generosity will allow us to provide supplies for students in need. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.
Brooke Brunsvold, Principal
We want to thank you so much for the generous gift of student supplies,
shorts and Kleenex! Our students will be happy to receive them. There will
be a lot of smiles here at Roosevelt!
Roosevelt Staff & Students

Wesley will be having a Family Fall Fun event on
Sunday, October 17th, from 3:00pm – 5:00pm at the
Fox’s farm.
We will have games, pumpkin carving, campfire songs,
and s’mores for kids and adults alike. Please come and
join us and bring a friend!
Fox’s address: 5000 11th St SE
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Steve DeLong
Marcy Ballantyne
JoAnn Gerbig
Sandy Crooks, Todd Broers
Al Deike
Delton Dixon, Janet Clemons
JoAnn McCallum, Vivian Lincicum,
Sara Broers, Todd & Sara Broers,
John & DeAnn Halligan
Kristie Whitehill
Karen Bull, Roger Peterson
Hal Minear, Randy Lincicum
Mary Everhart, Gary Sutcliffe, Shirley
Sharp
Dick Jass, Don Ohden
Alberta Robinette, Laurent & Fifi Pongo
Merle Mikkelson
Gage Juhl
Deb Kranz, Lincoln Vorba
Judy Kamps, Janine Hammarstedt
Ledger Mensink, Myles Manson
Megan Retterath, Hal & Beckie Minear
Sandra Lockwood
Sue Deike

UMW NOTES
"I lift my eyes to the hills--where
does my help come from?"
Psalm 121:1
Executive Board Meeting: October 7, 3:30 pm
Esther Circle Meeting: October 21, 3:45 pm

Wesley Financial Report
8/11-8/27:

Wesley Polo Shirts
We are preparing to order a new batch of
Wesley polo shirts. The price is yet to be determined, but you can check out the colors
that will be available on the downstairs coat
rack.
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United Methodist Church Ingathering
The 42nd Annual Mission Ingathering will be held across Iowa on Saturday, November 6, 2021. “The Purpose of Mission Ingathering is to show the love of Christ to the world’s people by ministering to their needs.”
Over the next few months, UMW will be collecting items for Personal Dignity Kits. Each kit contains:


1 Hand Towel



1 Washcloth



1 Adult Toothbrush (no multipacks)



1 Bar soap (3 - 4 oz)



1 Shampoo (15 -18 oz)



1 Deodorant ( 2 - 3oz stick, roll on, or pump)

You do not need to purchase a full kit. We will gladly accept donations of any individual items. ALL items must be new.
These kits are distributed to those needing humanitarian and disaster relief in the United States and around the world. Thank you for
all you do for others.

Wesley’s Mission Project for October
For the month of October we will be collecting items to help Crisis Intervention better
serve our community. They report that their greatest needs include the following:
 Gently-used full sized bed sheets
 13 gallon white garbage bags
 Toilet bowl cleaner
 Dish soap
 Towels—hand and bath towels
 Socks and underwear for both sexes and all sizes, including children through adults
 Face masks for children and adults
Your continued support will be greatly appreciated by all those in need.
“Freely you have received, freely give.”
Matthew 10:8

The Wesley Church Council has voted to replace the 20+ year old furnace
and air conditioner at the parsonage. Pastor Craig and family experienced
their furnace to stop working a couple of times last winter. If you would like
to make a donation for this purchase, please write “parsonage” on the
memo line of your check.
We thank you in advance.
Wesley Council Members

Next Newsletter Deadline
Have something to put in the next newsletter? Write up an article and get it to the church office!
The deadline for the next newsletter is Monday, October 18.
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Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of those
who have given their consent, either by letting the church and/or
pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)

Condolences: to the Sasse’s on the loss of their son, Joel on
August 24 and to the friends and family of Charlie Thrams who
passed away on September 6.
Thank You:
Thank you to all who donated toward our UMW Drive-Thru Fundraiser. Your time, talents and funds were so very much appreciated. We cleared $1500 and it will go toward mission in our community, in our state and around the world. United Methodist Women is an organization that helps women, children and youth
around the globe. With the pandemic, units of United Methodist
Women had problems having fundraisers and our missions suffered. This fundraiser goes toward missions like Community
Kitchen, Crisis Intervention, the Men’s and Women’s Shelters
here in Mason City. In our state of Iowa, UMW has three missions
run in part by UMW funds. They are Hawthorn Hill and Bidwell
Riverside in Des Moines and Shesler Hall in Sioux City. Each of
those provide specialized services to help those that need it
most. UMW also has missions placed around the world. Just to
name a few, there are UMW missions in Africa, Israel/Palestine,
and Mexico among many other locations. To read more about our
missions go to: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

Packer Dackers

WOW—12 year anniversary this year.
We miss Randal very much every
day.
We’d like to thank everyone for your
ongoing support to fight this horrible disease. Every year they find
ways to extend quality of living and continue to work towards a
cure.
Please help us fight against ALS! Anything helps—everything is
appreciated!
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October
Daryl Gobeli
Dean Johnson, David & Lisa Ebel
Dorothy Matson
Steve & Lori Tynan
Lisa Ebel
Ellie Authier

Thank you for continuing to save laundry detergent jugs
for our soap ministry. Jugs between
75 oz. and 150 oz.
are ideal. Just leave
in the front area, in the bin provided, at Grace. We
are handing soap out at the Giving Tree and will
also start giving to the Alternative High School
again in September. Thanks again for your help!
Kathy Sautter

September Holy Pail:
Heifer International—Alpacas

Next UMW meeting date: Tuesday, October 5,
Executive Board, 6:00 PM, General, 7:00 PM

Wesley United Methodist Church
1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-6549 patty@mwesley.org
Office Hours: MWF, 9-12 (or call Patty at 641430-4726 or Pastor Craig at 641-691-5447 to
arrange a time.)
Worship Times: Sunday, 9:00 AM
Facebook Livestream service

Next newsletter mailed
October 2 1, 2021.

Pastor Craig Luttrell

Grace United Methodist Church
200 14th St. NW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-5727
Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM

pastorcraig@mcweley.org

641-691-5447

