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Followers Wanted
Our culture has a soft spot for non-conformists. Many classic Westerns revolve around lone
wolves who forge their own paths and do things “their way”. I remember as a teenager
dreading the label “follower.” This term was casually lobbed at you if dressed like or expressed ideas too similar to another person or group of people. Conformity, supposedly, was
the antithesis of “cool”.
When it comes to Jesus, however, followers are what he seeks. The lectionary passages we
have explored since Easter have consistently spoken of the importance Jesus places on following him. Jesus makes it clear that he is not simply looking for people who say they believe in him or who give lip service to their faith; rather, he is looking for committed followers who are willing to surrender their will and obediently follow him.
Yet, as we have seen, the nature of this obedient following is much different than simply following a set of laws, rules, or principles. Jesus does not ask us to obey his teachings as some
sort of cold, legalistic obligation. Quite the contrary! Jesus connects obedience with love.
Jesus expressed his love for God, his Father, by living a perfectly obedient life. This is at
least part of what Jesus meant when he said, “The Father and I are one,” in John chapter 10.
Jesus’ will and the Father’s will were one and the same, which resulted in Jesus’ perfect obedience.
Likewise, Jesus asks us to express our love for him by obediently following him. In John,
chapter 14, Jesus makes this point 3 times: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments; they who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; those who
love me will keep my word.”
Jesus asks all of us who believe he is the Messiah to surrender our will and obediently follow
his. This is what it means to “pick up your cross daily”—to lay down our will, and take on
the will of Jesus. When we do this, we not only love Jesus the way we should, but we naturally begin to love others the way we should as well. After all, the last commandment Jesus
gives to his disciples is to love one another the way he loved them. Obediently following Jesus, therefore, necessarily leads us to loving others the way did.
As we move out of this era of Covid and enter into a new season as churches, my prayer is
that we will focus our efforts and resources on ministries that demonstrate our commitment
to loving Christ by loving one another, within the Church, and ventures that demonstrate our
love for others outside the Church. Let’s not be afraid to dream of ways we can, through
obedience to loving Christ, bring more people into the family of God. It is my honor to serve
you all as your pastor and I am excited about this next chapter in our life together.

Pastor Craig Luttrell
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We Have the Green Light!
The Iowa Annual Conference has allowed
churches to move into the Green Light phase of
reopening. As such, masks will no longer be
mandatory during Sunday services for those
who have been fully vaccinated. We may still
require masks for all when hosting larger community
events.
In-person worship services have resumed at both churches (Wesley, 9:00 AM; Grace, 10:30 AM) and we are happy
to welcome you back!.
The 9:00 service at Wesley will continue to be
livestreamed on the Wesley Facebook page.

Drive Up Communion will be
available in the Wesley parking
lot on June 6, 1:30-2 PM.

Your part-time, semi-retired secretary will be leaving on June 4 for a
one-in-a-lifetime road trip to California with her sisters.
Patty will be back in the office on June 21.

Congregational Assessment Tool
The Conference has suggested Grace and Wesley participate in the Congregational Assessment Tool, which is a survey aimed at evaluating where we are and where we want to go as churches. Since this is of no cost to our churches
and could be a useful endeavor, both councils have agreed to proceed.
Both churches need at least 70% participation to attain accurate results, so we are asking for everyone to please participate. Surveys will be available via a web link (survey monkey), which we will email out in June, and printed copies
will be available at the Wesley office as well.
Because we believe this is important, both councils will be willing to deliver and pick up paper surveys to any who wish
to participate but cannot pick one up. More information will follow once the dates have been solidified.

Memorial Day
May 31

Father’s Day
June 20

First Day of Summer
June 21

Next Newsletter Deadline
Have something to put in the next newsletter? Write up an article and get it to the church office!
The deadline for the next newsletter is Monday, June 21.
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WESLEY RUMMAGE SALE!
Wesley United Methodist Women and Men’s Club are sponsoring a rummage sale
on Friday, June 18, 8 to 5 and Saturday, June 19, 8 to noon in the church Fellowship Hall. Masks and social distancing will be required. We are accepting donations, however, due to Patty’s limited hours, the church is not always open.
The church will be open for you to bring your donations on June 1, 2 and 3, from 9
am to 1 pm. NO ELECTRONICS. Please take your donations to the stage in Fellowship Hall. For an appointment for an alternate time, call Susan Dixon at 4238488 and someone will meet you at the church.

WESLEY ANNUAL SPRING

RHUBARB PIES ARE BACK!!!
Large: $10.00
Small: $8:00

Friday, June 18, 8:00-5:00
Saturday, June 19, 8-Noon
Bag Day (Saturday): $4 per bag!
Proceeds go to Missions

MASKS REQUIRED!

The Wesley ladies have been busy making this springtime favorite!
Fresh-frozen rhubarb pies can be picked up after church
or whenever the office is open (generally MWF 9-12). If
these times do not work for you, you may call Donna
Sutcliffe at 641-423-7593 to set up a time.
If you have rhubarb to donate for future pie-making sessions, please wash and cut and place it in the Youth
Room refrigerator (the refrigerator in the kitchen is not
turned on). Thank you for your support!

Kathy Sautter is still making laundry soap at Grace and appreciates the jugs you
bring to the church. Ideal size is between 75 and 125 ounces, washed and ready to
go. If you can't get them to church, contact Kathy.
The soap is available in the narthex of the church. Please think of someone who
could use it and take it to them.

WESLEY News

May 20, 2021

Page 4

Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of
those who have given their consent, either by letting the
church and/or pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)

Velma Tschetter (now at Heritage), Dennis Phillips (Des
Moines), LeRoy Knutson
Condolences: to the friends and family of Maxine Enfield who
passed away on May 15.
Thank You:
Thank you Kathy Huling and UMW members for bringing treats at
Easter and May Day, and Charlotte Ring remembering me all year
long with cards and calls.
Dora Mahn
Thank you to the UMW for the May Day baskets. We enjoyed them
very much.
Gene & Pat Kleinow
Thanks to Charlotte Ring for all the cards to my wife. She goes to the
Cancer Center two times a week and Mayo every six weeks for
chemo. All is good. God bless.
Jerry & Sherry Clemons
Thank you for your generous donation to the Hawkeye Harvest Food
Bank of the 82 lbs. of food and 78 lbs. of non-edible items.
As
an all-volunteer, non-profit organization, we depend on contributions
from caring members of the community to serve those who struggle to
feed their families.
Your involvement makes all the difference!
Linda Duvall, Board of Directors

June
1
2
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
30

Elise McCollough, Michael Ernst
Lowell & Marilyn Cook, Brent &
Sandy Schupanitz
Jill Whitesell, Brian & Amy Johnson
Kathleen Sharp, Amy Scheppler
Lora Holland, Carol King
Jed Vorba
Patricia & Scott Davison,
Sandy & Mark Harrington
Gretchen Peterson, Merle & Bonnie
Mikkelson
Dave Kranz, Adisyn Terlisner
Cindy Keller
Sandy Harrington, Robbin & Patricia Hill
Steve Kelly
Lee Knutson, Judy Eldridge
Bill Poland
Ken Zimmerman, Ron & Kathy Rezabek
Marlene Oswood
Brian & Deb Lindsay
Dale & Kathy Arnold, Dennis & Erin
Phillips
Justin McCollough, Sheryl Lockwood
Missy Peters
Audrey Webb
Joe & Mandi Terlisner

Wesley Financial Report
4/23:
5/5:

$8734
$3581

NEW REFRIGERATOR NEEDED
Our church kitchen is in dire
need of a new commercial refrigerator.
The existing one is over 20 years old. It
had been running continuously, increasing our electrical bill and the wiring is
unsafe. A new model has been researched. The Church Council and
United Methodist Women have both
voted to purchase a new Turbo Air solid two-door refrigerator at the
cost of $4,500. We are asking for donations toward the purchase of
this new appliance.
Please send your donations to the church office, marked refrigerator.

UMW NOTES
“To him we were also chosen.”
Ephesians 1:11a NIV
UMW Executive Board meeting – June 3
at 3:30 pm - Fellowship Hall
Esther Circle Meeting – June 17 at 3:45
pm – Fellowship Hall
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A WESLEY SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC
SUNDAY, JUNE 27, NOON TO 1:30.
CHURCH MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF ALL AGES WELCOME!
Where: Frederick Hanford Park shelter house. Entrance is at 23rd Street S.W. and S. Monroe Ave.
What: Picnic style lunch (please bring your own drink) You can also bring frisbees, soccer balls, etc.
Why: To have some fun together!
Wesley’s Mission Project for June
It has recently been reported that the Mohawk Market will be closed for the months of June and July. All items
collected for them to date have been donated so they can be distributed in the balance of May. Therefore, our sole focus for our mission giving in June will be the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank.

The Food Bank has reported a specific need for the following items:
 Cream of mushroom, cream of chicken and tomato soups
 Canned meats, such as tuna and chicken
 Pasta
 Pork and beans
 Chili beans
 White rice
 Canned pineapple
 Toilet paper
Let’s keep them stocked up on their greatest needs. Thank you for your participation!
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:19-21
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Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of
those who have given their consent, either by letting the
church and/or pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)

Leanne Meier (now at Good Shepherd)
Condolences: to Michelle Brandt on the loss of her father and to
Kathye Gaines on the loss of her daughter.
Thank You
Thank you Grace for responding to the call! We put out a plea on
behalf of Shesler Hall in Sioux City when they had a need. You responded with $790! I, along with Shesler Hall, want to thank you so
much for your generosity.
Kathy Sautter
Grace United Methodist Women will not meet in June.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday July 8 at 7:00 PM
for a business meeting at the church. ( Note the change
in day!)
Also, we will meet on August 3rd at 7:00 PM at the church. Please
note these changes!

4
6
7
11
16
17
22
25
26
29

June
Troy Gobeli
Terry & Sherry Thompson
Emma Barrett
Danny Tripp
Lori Tynan
John & Maxine Green
Jack & Marilyn Mueller
Cheyanne Gobeli
Jeannie Johnson
Doug & Dawn Mitchell

Grace Pizza Picnic!

June Holy Pail: ASP EMERGENCY FUND
Grace will host a pizza picnic at Grace following the worship service on Sunday, June
13th.
When our ASP group travels to Kentucky, the money we raise is
sent ahead of time for our expenses. This money goes to buy supplies for each house and pay the staff. The staff works with a very
limited budget and tries to make the dollar go as far as possible.
Oftentimes, homes need far more than they can afford. An example
might be that ASP contracted to insulate a house and repair the
roof. The house might also need a new front door, but they don’t
have enough money to replace it this year. If our group has extra
cash in our pocket, then we will purchase the needed items at the
hardware store to make it happen. We might also purchase above
and beyond items such as an entry rug for a front room or a set of
towels for a remodeled bathroom. Small things but they are greatly
appreciated. Thanks for your support through the June Holy Pail
offering.
Troy Gobeli

Wesley United Methodist Church
1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-6549 patty@mwesley.org
Office Hours: MWF, 9-12 (or call Patty at 641430-4726 or Pastor Craig at 641-691-5447 to
arrange a time.)
Worship Times: Sunday, 9:00 AM
Facebook Livestream service

Next newsletter mailed
June 24, 2021.

Pastor Craig Luttrell

Please call the office to sign up or sign up at
Grace so we know how much pizza to order!

UMW is planning a fundraiser on August 28,
2021. It will be a drive up meal similar to the
Ice Cream Social.
Details will be forthcoming.
We wish to collect money for ingredients for
the potato salad instead of collecting the grocery items. Please send money to Maxine
Green if you wish to donate, or give to a
UMW member clearly marked for our fundraiser. We appreciate your support!

Grace United Methodist Church
200 14th St. NW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-5727
Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM

pastorcraig@mcweley.org

641-691-5447

