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Fighting the Summertime Quarantine Blues
Romans 12:11 “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.”
Hebrews 6:11-12 “And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope
to the very end, so that you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises.”
As a kid (and especially as a teenager) I really looked forward to summertime. By the time there was only a few weeks
left of the school year, I anxiously counted down the days on the calendar. Sure, as I got into high school, the end of
the semester meant wrapping up final projects and taking a few tests; but, the excitement of the approaching two and a
half months of freedom was contagious.
If I am honest, however, the excitement and promise of “summertime freedom” rarely lived up to my expectations. I
think I typically spent the first couple of weeks sleeping in until noon, which quickly led to feelings of sluggishness and
boredom. I also remember watching a lot of daytime television, which also added to the boredom and diminished my
zeal for life. By early to mid-July, I typically had a case of the “summertime blues,” and was ready to go back to school.
Summer tends to be the season of the year when many people “take a break” from church, which is compounded this
year by the fact that we are still in the middle of a pandemic. It is during the months of June, July, and August that attendance dips and giving diminishes. If we are not careful, this can easily lead to a case of the “spiritual summertime
blues.”
Just as I became sluggish and bored during my school breaks as a kid, so too can we become sluggish in our faith if
we do not tend to it regularly and devotedly. It is God’s desire for us to be continually growing and maturing in our faith
and taking a three month break from church is antithetical to this reality. Educators who advocate for year-round school
do so because typical students lose up to two months’ worth of reading and math skills over the summer break. Imagine what such a break can do to our faith!
I recognize that many might feel like we have taken a several months break at this point due to the pandemic. I admit
there is a part of me that has felt somewhat sluggish during this unprecedented period, especially over the past month
or so. Thanks to online streaming I continue to craft worship services as I have always done; however, it is difficult and,
frankly, rather lonely leading worship and preaching to an empty sanctuary every single Sunday. I find it much more
difficult to maintain the zeal Paul talks about in Romans when I don’t get to see you all on a regular basis.
Be assured, however, that God is with us and desires for us to continue pouring ourselves into our faith. I want to encourage all of us to continue praying, studying Scripture, and serving others so that we do not become sluggish in our
faith. God will see us through this challenging time and I pray we do not lose our zeal for Christ. May we all commit to
diligence in our faith this summer and throughout this pandemic. Continue participating through our online services.
Sign up to participate in a small group. If you are healthy and feel comfortable doing so, attend one of our 6:00pm
Wednesday evening services at Wesley. May God bless us as we worship and serve our Lord during these hot and
humid months!

Pastor Craig Luttrell
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The Wesley council has begun offering Wednesday night gatherings. (The service will be at 6:00 PM. and is open to
both Grace and Wesley members.) Due to the restrictions and guidelines put forward by the United Methodist Church,
these gatherings will not be “typical” worship services, which is part of the reason why the gatherings will not take
place on Sunday mornings (the livestream services will continue at 9:30am on Sunday mornings). The UMC guidelines
for re-entry prohibit communal singing and communal reading; therefore, these Wednesday night gatherings will be
shorter than Sunday morning services. In addition, social distancing will be in place and masks will be required. If you
are interested in attending one of these services, you MUST CALL THE OFFICE in advance so we make sure
we do not exceed the 50-person limit.

Small Groups
If you are interested in joining or forming a small group, please contact the office. These groups will be comprised of 5
or 6 people who would like to meet on a regular basis for discipleship, support, and Christian accountability. The typical meeting will focus on John Wesley’s three questions: How is it with your soul? Where have you seen God at work?
How can we hold you accountable? Each group will also pray together and possibly do a short devotion. Pastor Craig
will meet with each group to help get the ball rolling and then will hand it off to the group. You can sign up together if
there are people you would like to meet with or you can simply call and express your interest and we will connect you
with a small group. These groups can meet during the day or evening, depending on whatever time works best for
those involved.
***It is still the strong recommendation of Cerro Gordo public health and the State of Iowa that persons in the high risk
categories refrain from gathering in large groups. It remains my recommendation that members with underlying health
conditions and those over the age of 65 refrain from gathering at this time .

Pastor Craig is continuing to livestream the worship service at 9:30am on Sunday mornings. It can be seen on the Wesley Facebook page. (to find Wesley on Facebook, go to MC Wesley United Methodist Church ) If you do not know how this works, please
feel free to contact me.
For those who do not have access to Facebook or cannot tune in at 9:30, Pastor Craig will also record the sermon and post it on
the Grace and Wesley Facebook pages and on both church webpages: https://mcgumchurch.org https://mcwesley.org
For those who do not have internet access, Pastor Craig will make printed copies of the sermons/CDs available. Please leave a
message with the office or on Pastor Craig’s phone if you would like one of these delivered to you.
The office will be closed for the most part; however, Patty will be checking messages and emails and will be in the office on a limited basis. We should still be able to get back to you within a couple of days unless things change yet again. (If you need an immediate response, you can call Patty at 641-430-4726 or e-mail strttmn@yahoo.com) Pastor Craig will be keeping regular office hours
for a long as possible; however, we strongly encourage you to call rather than just stop by. We are, after all, trying to help flatten
the curve. You can also contact Pastor Craig via his cell phone: 641.691.5447
You are encouraged to continue, as you are able, making your financial contributions to Grace and Wesley. This will be a challenging time for both churches financially since many give on Sunday mornings. Please consider enrolling in our automatic payment
option or by mailing your check to Wesley. (If you are out of stamps, you can drop your contribution in the mail slot by the Wesley
parking lot doors.)
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Keri Larson
Jeffrey Skogen

Daughter of Ron & Lori Larson

Son of Jeff and Tracy Skogen

MCHS 2020 Graduate

MCHS Graduate

During high school, Keri was involved
in Track, Choir, Silver Cord, and National Honor Society. While in high
school, Keri worked hard to complete
one year at NIACC. She plans to
graduate from NIACC next Spring
with an AA degree in Psychology. In
the Fall of 2021, Keri will continue her
education at the University of Texas at Tyler. She will earn her
Master's Degree in Psychology and will also have a minor in
Spanish. Her intended career is to become a pediatric and family counselor.

Jeffrey participated in football, basketball, and soccer all four years of high
school. He plans to attend NIACC to
obtain his Associate of Arts and Science Degrees and to play basketball.

Neil Gogerty
Son of Eric & Jen Gogerty
MCHS 2020 Graduate
While in high school, Neil
participated in football, basketball, track and baseball. He was team captain
of the football team
and lettered in football, basketball and track. Neil was also a
member of the National Honor Society. For his future plans,
Neil will be attending NIACC in the Fall.

David Gobeli
Son of Jon & Laura Gobeli
David participated in football and wrestling during high school.
He has been on multiple mission trips thru the Methodist church.
David plans to move to Des Moines this spring to work. He is
enrolled in DEMACC for mechanics. David is currently employed with Aldi's.
Candie Eliason

Tristan Koopman
Son of Katie Koopman
MCHS 2020 Graduate
Plans following graduation: attend
basic training for the Army Reserve
and then study Mechatronics at the
University of Central Florida

Daughter of Bill and Carol Eliason
MCHS 2020 Graduate
FAVORITE HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORY: When I was in choir
and made it into the musical
Brigadoon and then got to go on
a trip with the cast.
FUTURE PLANS: Go to NIACC
for 2 years and then transfer to
an undecided college to become a special education teacher.

Christopher Keller
Son of Gerry and Cindy Keller
CHS 2020 Graduate
Chris lettered in football, wrestling and track and field. He is a
member of the National Honor Society. Chris plans to attend
Coe College and major in biochemistry.

WESLEY News

June 25, 2020

Page 4

Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish
names of those who have given their consent, either
by letting the church and/or pastor know or through
the hospital chaplain.)

Jerry & Sherri Clemons are still in Rochester. Sherri is continuing with chemo and Jerry had shoulder surgery. Continue to keep them in your prayers.
Please keep Dick and Carol Jass in your prayers as Carol
continues to deal with health issues.
Patrick Dunavan has been placed in a care center in Britt.
His address is: Westview Care Center, 445 8th Ave, SW,
Britt, IA 50423.
Condolences: ...to the friends and family of Janet Trezona
who passed away on May 21 and Ruvella Barnd who
passed away on June 10...to Carol Ades on the loss of her
sister...to Judy Alman on the loss of her mother, Betty
Wicks.
Thank You
Thank you to the UMW who surprised me with a May basket. Also, thank you to Charlotte Ring for cards and phone
calls. Thank you to Diane Walrod for the honey. Thank you
to Velma Tschetter for basket of fresh fruit. Thank you Laura
Weers for phone calls, visits, and homemade apple sauce.
Carol Chlupach
To my Wesley Church Family and the UMW;
Thank you for the telephone calls and May Day gift. I am enjoying
it very much. It is so nice to be thought of. God Bless you all.
Marlys Thompson

The ISU Wesley Foundation extends our thanks for supporting our ministry. Your generous support and gifts have allowed us to minister and extend grace to ISU. This year we
have had over 50 students involved in various ways! Wesley
thanks you! We have been able to continue to support our
students during this difficult spring semester because of the
support. Thank you!
Pastor Jordan Derhammer,

Wesley Financial Report
5/22 (2 weeks): $3,825
6/5 (2 weeks): $6,155
6/12:

$3,410
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Jerry & Vicki Als
Kayla Harrington, Bob & Sadie Echelbarger
Gary Paulsen
Steve Weitzel
Laura Weers, Joe Terlisner
Steve Harrington, Bryan Dannen, McKenna
Whitehill
Jeromy Howe, Tori Anderson, Brian & Janine
Hammarstedt, Doug & Donna Tiedeman
Richard Bosma, Jason Beek, Kade Bailey, Ken
& Nancy Christensen
Carol Ades, Nicole Brownmiller
Sue Hesley, Doug Janssen, Alivia Alman, Dick
& Carol Jass, Bruce & LaVonne Kaasa, Craig
Luttrell
Ben Weitzel
Sharon Bosma, Sharon Belseth
Tracy Kelly, Doug & Pauline Janssen
LaVonne Kaasa, Steve & Lynette Harrington
Sam Weitzel, Gerry & Cindy Keller
Kris Rasmussen, Chase Scheppler
Mary Sharp, Dale Arnold
Sheryl Mariner, Isabella Garner
Sebastian Luttrell
Quincy Peterson, Bruce & Heather Jo Bailey

May we be a village to each other at a time when we
also need to observe basic health safety precautions.
We get through difficult times by being of support to
one another.
Wesley Family Outreach remains an active option in
being part of that village and being of support to you
and those you care about. You can reach Ken by
calling 641-512-5565 and asking for Wesley Family
Outreach.
You will be served by conversing by phone. Face-toface visits will be suspended for now.
Ken Zimmerman LISW
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Wesley’s Year of Giving Back: July 2020
As many of are local families are struggling during this pandemic, a way we can help is by providing school supplies for our area
students. Instead of doing school kits for Ingathering, this year we will collect school supplies for local schools. Salvation Army has
provided a list of needed items:
Notebooks (wide ruled)
Wide ruled note book paper
Glue/Glue sticks
Pens (red, blue, black)
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Rulers

Folders (2 Pockets)
School box (pencil box)
Pencils (No. 2)
Erasers (large and pencil toppers)
Markers
Scissors
Kleenex

Please leave donated items in the designated box at church.
Also, donations to Mohawk Market and the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank are
encouraged as many families struggle with food insecurity.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH INGATHERING
THE 41st Annual Mission Ingathering will be held across Iowa on Saturday, November 7, 2020. The Purpose of the Mission Ingathering is to show the love of
Christ to the world’s people by ministering to their needs.

RHUBARB PIES!
$9.00 for a large pie
$7.00 for a small pie
Stop in when the church is open or call Donna Sutcliffe (641-423-7593) 24 hours in advance to arrange a pick-up time!
(Proceeds will go towards giving the Wesley
General Fund a much-needed boost.)

Dick & Carol Jass
have decided to
resign as Wesley
custodians. We
deeply appreciate
the love and care
they have given to
the church over their many years of service.
They will most certainly be missed! If you
would like to drop them a note of appreciation, their address is: 630 Briarstone Dr. Apt,
#203, Mason City, IA 50401. (They will also
be celebrating their 60th anniversary on July
17th.)

This year we will be collecting items for Personal Dignity Kits. These items are
distributed to those needing humanitarian and disaster relief in the United States
and around the world.
Personal Dignity Kit
1 Hand Towel 1
Adult Tooth Brush -no multipack
1 Washcloth 1 Toothpaste-2.5 oz or larger
1 Comb-sturdy- no rat tail or picks
1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz.
1 Razor - with guard 1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz.
1 Nail Clipper - no files or emery boards.
1 Deodorant-2-3 oz stick, roll, pump
10 band aids - 3/4 “ x 3”
Any of the items listed above may be donated and the kits will be assembled at
the church. Items may be left in the box in the church entryway. We have already
collected many hand towels and wash clothes. Our greatest need is for toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant and razors. Cash donations will be
used to purchase nail clippers and combs thru Amazon.
If you would like to make a cash donation, please put Ingathering on memo line
of your check.
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 NIV
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July Birthdays & Anniversaries

Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of
those who have given their consent, either by letting the
church and/or pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)
Margaret Sasse, Lori Tynan

Thank You! Grace delivered Meals on Wheels the week of June 1-5.
Many thanks to Kathy & Tim Sautter, Marilyn & Jack Mueller, Paul Garcia,
Danny Tripp, & Gail & Larry Behrends.

6
12
15
17
23
24
30

Tim Sautter
Sally & Danny Tripp
Valerie Suby
Craig Luttrell
Pete & Loy Ferleman
Gerry & Cindy Keller
Sebastian Luttrell

Don’t Forget About Grace Cares!!!
Even during our present situation, good can happen. Grace Cares was able to send in June the following amounts to mission. $540 to Heifer International for 18 hives of bees, and $600 to Women at the Well UM Church inside the Women’s Prison in
Mitchellville, IA. This would not have been possible without our Christmas, February and March offerings. Thank you so much for
all your support. We still need donations to continue out the year. In January we collected for our cleaning bucket ministry and as
always they have been in high demand. We were told by the Salvation Army that after a local apartment fire, several residents were
very grateful for our cleaning buckets to help them out. Help us continue to give during the second half of the year. If you are sending your check to the church, you can designate which of the three missions you would like to donate toward.
Thank you so much, from Grace Cares.

JULY HOLY PAIL: Heifer International, Bees
Thanks to the church council's approval , we started giving away items at the tree outside of Grace Church - now named "The Giving
Tree" - on June 21. (This week’s gift was canned vegetables in a bag and a note from Pastor Craig put together by Val & Cookie.)
Each week we will be putting together approx. 20-25 items to give out to those in the church neighborhood - adults and children
alike. Laura and Sandi Gobeil will be helping me pass out these items—weather permitting. -We will be wearing masks and practice
social distancing. Kristy Gaines has also volunteered to help out on Sun. she is not working.
I have a list of ideas available for those who are interested in picking up items for each weeks theme - or if you would prefer to donate money or your time to help pass items out - please let me know.
June 28 - we are doing glow in the dark bracelets and a cold popsicle or ice cream treat - sponsored by Dean & Jeannie
July 5 - Open at this time - we are thinking water toys for the theme - THIS WEEK NEEDS A SPONSOR- OR pick your own theme
this is just a suggestion.
July 12 - Canned fruit - sponsored by Sandi Gobeli
July 19 - Homemade detergent - sponsored by Tim & Kathy Sautter
All other Sundays are open at this time.
Laura Gobeli is shopping and picking up items also - just not sure what Sun. we will be giving those items away.
Please contact me if you are interested in helping in any way - please be praying for the people of Grace Church neighborhood.
We are not sure how long we will do this - all depends on how well this is received, and available resources. So any money that is
donated that is a surplus will be given to the Grace Cares Committee.
Thank you to everyone for your prayers, time & gifts - all are appreciated.

Wesley United Methodist Church
1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-6549 patty@mwesley.org
Office Hours: M-F 7:30-4:30 (closed noon hour)
Worship Times: Saturday, 5:00 PM
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:30

Next newsletter mailed
July 23, 2020.

Blessings, Jeannie Johnson, 641-425-4696
Grace United Methodist Church
200 14th St. NW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-5727
Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:15

