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Making All Things New
Lamentations 3: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
2 Corinthians 5: “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!”
Revelation 21: “And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’”
Ours is a religion of new creation, new life, and new opportunities. When God spoke creation into being,
he made something new out of nothing. When we come to faith in Christ, God gives us new life by making us new creations. Each and every day, God gives us new opportunities to grow in our faith, serve and
bless those we encounter, and share the hope we have in Jesus Christ.
The New Year provides us with the perfect opportunity to reflect on what we accomplished as churches
in 2019, particularly the ways we allowed God to breathe new life in and through us. In the six months I
have been at Grace and Wesley, I have witnessed an abundance of generosity, a focus on missions, and a
commitment to growth. Both Grace and Wesley have blessed the community of Mason City by generously giving money and material goods to those in need. Both churches have participated in outward focused
ministry, geared toward bringing the hope of Christ to the community. Both churches have expressed the
desire to be ever more faithful in growing into the likeness of Christ. All of these aspects of ministry create and sustain new life.
The New Year also provides us with the perfect opportunity to prepare for what new life God might want
to bring forth in and through us in 2020. Are there some new programs, worship service styles, studies,
or outreach ministries God might want us to take on to cultivate new life and growth? What creative, new
ministries might God be calling us to consider? And, are there aspects of our church life that we need to
let go of in order to make room for new life and growth?
Each church in the Iowa Conference has been charged with developing a Discipleship Pathway and
Wildly Important Goal by the end of 2020. In the coming months, I will be walking with both Church
Councils through the visioning process as we consider the unique pathways God has called us to as
Grace and Wesley United Methodist Churches. Please be praying for all of us as we seek to discern what
God is calling us to, particularly as it pertains to new life and new opportunities.
I want to thank you all for your ongoing commitment to the life giving ministries of Grace and Wesley.
May God bless all of us this year and may we, individually and as churches, grow ever more closely into
the likeness of our Lord, Jesus Christ!
The Lord bless and keep you,
Pastor Craig Luttrell
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Looking for
Office Sitters!

Christmas Eve Services

Patty will be on vacation January
24—February 7. That means we are
looking for office sitters!

5:00 pm at Wesley
6:30 pm at Grace
11:30 pm Candlelight at Wesley

No special skills are required! We just need
someone who can be in the office from 9 AM—noon
to answer the phone, distribute mail, fold some bulletins, etc. No computer work!
If you would be able to help out one or more
of these days, just call the office at 423-6549...or
watch for a place sign up on the bulletin stub in your
Wesley weekly bulletin.
Thank you for your help!
January programs released!

Lifetree Café at Wesley

LAST CHANCE
Operation Christmas Surprise
This will be the 13th year for “Operation
Christmas Surprise” at Wesley and Grace.
Share some unexpected Christmas joy in
our community by surprising people with
gift certificates to local restaurants.
There are two different ways to get involved: First, we need donations! Gift cards
worth $25 are given to each recipient and so we need
funds to purchase the cards. Second, we need people to
go out on Christmas Eve and give away the cards to
strangers. Put your gifts in the regular offering and mark
them “Christmas Surprise”. Call the office (423-6549) if
you can help deliver the cards.

The January schedule for Life
tree Café has been released and we
have some great themes coming up.
(Lifetree Café is taking a break for the holidays.
Regular meeting times will resume the week of Jan. 5)
Week of Jan. 5: “Upsizing Life by Downsizing Stuff: living large in
an 84-sq.-ft. house”
Week of Jan. 12: “Is the Devil Real?: an exorcist tells all”
Week of Jan. 19: “The Witch Next Door: what’s the appeal of Wicca and paganism?”
Week of January 26: “Conspiracies” what ‘they’ don’t want you to
know”
Lifetree Café is offered three times each week. The first
is an 8:00 a.m. Tuesday morning session at Pies & More. We
have a 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evening group that meets at
Hardee’s. On Friday afternoons a group meets at Kentucky
Ridge on South Kentucky Avenue at 1:00 p.m.

Dad’s Belgian Waffles
Wesley United Methodist Church
Saturday, February 1, 8:00 am – 12:30 pm
Tickets: $8.00 (Children Age 5 & under: Free)

All-you-can-eat waffles, sausages, flavored syrups & beverage
CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE!

G R AC E & W E S L E Y
As some of you may know, Jerry & Sherri Clemons have been
staying in Rochester for some time while Sherri receives medical treatment. If you would like to drop them a word of encouragement, their address in Rochester is:
c/o Riverview Suites and Apts.
211 -1st St NE Apt. 103
Rochester, MN 55906-4578
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In the Hospital?
Please be sure to let the church office know if you or a loved one is in the
hospital. Pastors and churches don’t
have the access to the patient lists that
they used to and for some reason there are times when
patients don’t show up on the list.
Bottom line: If you or a loved one is admitted to the
hospital and would like a visit from the pastor, call the
church (641-423-6549). Thanks!
Don’t forget the policy…

Winter Weather Cancellations

Don’t forget about your Christmas Offering!
(If you have misplaced your Christmas Offering envelope, just put “Christmas Offering “on the memo
line.)
Grace’s offering is designated for the missions of
Grace Cares and Wesley’s offering is designated for
the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank.

The decision to cancel church events because of
weather is rarely an easy one. Sometimes it’s so bad it’s obvious to everybody. Other times you just have to look at the
forecasts and the conditions and make the call. These decisions are usually made by the pastor and church council
members.
When bad weather strikes, how do you find out if a
church event has been cancelled? Here’s some guidelines.
As a general rule, whenever school is cancelled or let out early, any other church activities will also be cancelled. Exceptions will be announced. Whenever law enforcement is urging
people to stay off the roads, church activities will be cancelled.
For weekend services, it may be the case that we
can have some of the services but not all of them. For example, a storm may be moving in late Saturday night so we could
have the Saturday service at Wesley but cancel the Sunday
morning services. Or, a forecast for ice on Sunday morning
may result in Wesley cancelling the 9:00 a.m. service but if the
ice never develops or clears Grace may choose to go ahead
with the 10:30 a.m. service. The same could happen if the
streets and parking isn’t cleared for the 9:00 a.m. service but
things improve a couple hours later.
Rather than contacting all of the possible media outlets with cancellations, all cancellations will be communicated
through KIMT. Be sure to check their cancellations both on
the channel 3 and through their web site. If in doubt, call the
church first.
When a storm hits with heavy snow, the church office
will not open until the roads become passable and the parking
lot is cleared. If you have plans to stop by the church and the
roads are questionable, be sure to call before you leave
home.

Next Newsletter Deadline
Have something to put in the next newsletter? Write up an article and get it to the church office!
The deadline for the next newsletter is Monday, January 20. (Newsletter will be mailed January 23.)
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2020

T ue sda y

W edn e sda y
1

T hur sda y

F ri da y

Sa tur da y

2

3

4
Fellowship Hall
reserved
Worship. 5

Office Closed
5
UMW Installation of
Officers
Worship, 9:00
SS, 9:30
Nar-Anon, 7 PM

6
Boy Scouts
Cub Scouts, 6:30

7
Lifetree Cafe at Pies &
More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

8
Choir, 5 PM
Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

9

10
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1
PM

11
Worship, 5

12
Worship, 9:00
Choir sings
SS, 9:30
Nar-Anon, 7 PM

13
Boy Scouts

14
Lifetree Cafe at Pies &
More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15
Church Council, 6 PM

15
Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

16

17
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1
PM

18
Middlers & Golden
Age Breakfast, at
Village Court, 9AM
Worship, 5
500 Club, 6 PM

19
Worship, 9:00
SS, 9:30
Nar-Anon, 7 PM

20
Turn in newsletter
items by noon!
Community Kitchen, 4
PM
Boy Scouts
Cub Scouts, 6:30

21
Lifetree Cafe at Pies &
More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

22

23

24
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1
PM

25
Worship, 5

Men’s Club , 6 PM
Priscilla, 7 PM

Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

NEWSLETTER

Patty Vacation
26
Worship, 9:00
SS, 9:30
Nar-Anon, 7 PM

27
Boy Scouts

28
Lifetree Cafe at Pies &
More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

29
Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

Patty Vacation through Feb. 7

30

31
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1
PM

WESLEY NEWS
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Wesley’s Year of Giving Back January 2020
Wesley helped many agencies and people through their giving in 2019. Let's continue reaching out to our community
and showing Christ's love in 2020.
Crisis Intervention provides comprehensive services to domestic abuse and
sexual assault victims throughout 15 counties in North Iowa. This past year
they have provided crisis and support services to 4059 individuals and violence
prevention programming to over 14,174 children and community members.
Crisis Intervention relies on the generosity of their supporters to achieve their mission.
Some of the suggested ways we can help:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Gas cards to help if they need to flee
Gift cards to grocery or retail stores which empowers them to be able to do things for themselves.
Toiletries items
Cleaning supplies

Other suggested items can be found on their website at www.cishelps.org
God comforts us so that we may comfort others. 2 Corinthians 1:4

Offering Envelopes for 2020 are
ready to be picked up in the sanctuary!
Please: Do NOT Use these envelopes
before 2020 as your giving number
may change!
Using your offering envelopes saves us much time when doing
the weekly deposits, as every donation received needs to be
recorded with the giver’s giving account number so that the
proper amount can be credited for end-of-the-year tax statements.
Each donation received that does not include the giving number must be looked up individually. As you can imagine, this
can become quite time-consuming! Please help us utilize our
time more constructively by using your envelopes.! Thank you!

United Methodist Women Notes
“Since you are all set apart by God,
made holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with a holy way of life: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.”
Colossians 3:12 The Voice
Executive Board Meeting No Meeting in January
Unit Meeting
Circle Meetings:
Sarah Leah Circle
Priscilla Circle

No Meeting in January
No Meeting in January
Thursday, January 16, 7 PM

January Work Month: Sarah Leah

If you are a regular giver (or would like to become one) and do
not find envelopes with your name, please jot a note on the
back of your communication stub or call the office (423-6549)
and we will make sure that you get some.
Donations that you wish to have credited for 2019 must be
received in the office by NOON on Tuesday, December 31!
Donations received after that time will be credited to 2020.
Thank you!

The Wesley Men’s Club will meet on Thursday, January 16
at 6:00 PM. Ken Zimmerman will be providing the program.
All men are welcome to join us!
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Hospital Ins & Outs since 11-20-2019:
Wayne Oswood, Bob McGowan
Condolences...to the friends and family of former Wesley member Michael Scoville, Graveside is on Mon.,
Dec. 23 at 3 PM at Elmwood-St. Joseph Cemetery.
Thank You
I am full of gratitude to Wesley members and friends for their support during my shoulder replacement surgery and ongoing recovery. Thank you, thank you to those who have taken on added
tasks for me.
Ann Butcher
Thanks for all of the cards and birthday wishes that I received for
my 80th birthday. It’s so wonderful to be remembered and to celebrate with my family and church friends. God bless everyone!
Barbara DeVary

January
1
4
5
6
9
12

A bouquet of thanks for the ladies of the UMW.
Again you came through with a beautiful and
meaningful Christmas Tea. Everything was so
festive and lovely. We thank you many times
over and God bless every one of you!! I pray
your New Year is filled with God’s love.
Charlotte Ring

13
15
16
17
19

A BIG thank you to the Wesley Men’s Club for my new
office chair! I loved my old chair, but it was becoming
quite an eyesore. The new one is just as comfortable
and a lot easier to look at!

21
24
27
29
30
31

Patty Strottman

20

Ed Beenken, Orville Alverson,
Larry & Norma Carver
Carlynn Grupp, Teresa Kittleson,
Jeffrey Skogen
Jared Trainer
Bruce Bailey
Brian Lockwood
Larry Carver, Eric Gogerty,
David Brownmiller, Sam Skogen
John & JoAnn McCallum
Susan Dixon
Devvy Waslick, Dorothy Brady
DeAnn Halligan, Robert Redfern
Harriet Kenney, Ken Gerbig,
Jason Dannen
Helen Root, Iona Nuehring,
Charlotte Ring
Audrey Olson
Pam Erickson
Janet Trezona
Phyllis Preftakes, Dennis Phillips
Ken & JoAnn Gerbig
John Halligan, Patty Strottman

Wesley Financial Update

Financial giving for the last 4 weeks:
11/24:
12/1:
12/8:
12/15:

$2132
$3301
$12,364
$2718

UMW have added several new
books to the church library. Although these books are on the
2019-2020 UMW Reading Program everyone is welcome to
check these out. You will find other interesting books in the
‘UMW Section’.
Vital Voices The Power of Women Leading Change Around
the World
#RUHooked Teens & Social Media: For Teens and the
People Who Care About Them
How the Woman at the Well Became the Well Woman
A Poignant Memoir of a Woman’s Desperate Journey to
Find Love
Six By Ten Stories From Solitary
Women United For Change

50 Years In Mission
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2020
T ue sda y

W edn e sda y
1

T hur sda y

F ri da y

Sa tur da y

2

3

4
Community Kitchen,
9:00 AM

9
Church Council, 7

10
11
Lifetree Café at
Community Kitchen,
Kentucky Ridge, 1PM 9:00 AM

16

17
18
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1PM

Office Closed
5
SS, 9:15
Worship, 10:30

6

12
SS, 9:15
Worship, 10:30 AM
Choir Sings
Holy Pail: Cleaning
Buckets

13

19
SS, 9:15
Worship, 10:30

20
Turn in newsletter items
by noon!

7
Lifetree Cafe at Pies
& More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15
UMW General, 7 PM

8
Choir, 5 PM

14
Lifetree Cafe at Pies
& More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

15
Fellowship Hall
reserved 10:303:30

Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

21
Lifetree Cafe at Pies
& More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

22
23
Lifetree Café, 6:30 NEWSLETTER
PM at Hardees

24
25
Lifetree Café at
Kentucky Ridge, 1PM

Patty Vacation
26
Men’s Breakfast,
8:00 AM
SS, 9:15
Worship, 10:30

27

28
Lifetree Cafe at Pies
& More, 8 AM
Staff, 10:15

29
30
Lifetree Café, 6:30
PM at Hardees

Patty on Vacation through February 7

31

Grace Notes
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Hospital Ins & Outs since 11-20-2019: Gus Sasse

January

Thank You!
A BIG thank you to all the carolers who visited us The
sounds of the season were very uplifting.
Margaret & Gus Sasse

DECEMBER 29 All Church Potluck
Bring anything you want to share with
others after the church service.

Grace Men’s Breakfast
Come and join us for food and fellowship
on Sunday, December 29 at 8:00 AM.
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3
6
7
10
11
13
20
23
31

Brent Hamilton
Cindy Sanders
Brent & Katrina Hamilton
Sally Tripp
Paul Garcia
Thomas (David) Gobeli
Arlo Hanson
Brandi Gobeli, Cree Gobeli
Patty Strottman

Holy Pail
January 12
Cleaning Buckets

A Letter to Santa From Mom
Dear Santa,
I've been a good mom all year. I've fed, cleaned and cuddled my two children on demand, visited the doctor's office more than my doctor, sold
sixty-two cases of candy bars to raise money to plant a shade tree on the school playground and figured out how to attach nine patches onto my
daughter's girl scout sash with staples and a glue gun.
I was hoping you could spread my list out over several Christmases, since I had to write this letter with my son's red crayon, on the back of a receipt in the laundry room between cycles, and who knows when I'll find anymore free time in the next 18 years.
Here are my Christmas wishes:
I'd like a pair of legs that don't ache after a day of chasing kids (in any color, except purple, which I already have) and arms that don't flap in the
breeze but are strong enough to carry a screaming toddler out of the candy aisle in the grocery store. I'd also like a waist, since I lost mine somewhere in the seventh month of my last pregnancy. If you're hauling big ticket items this year I'd like a car with fingerprint resistant windows and a
radio that only plays adult music; a television that doesn't broadcast any programs containing talking animals; and a refrigerator with a secret compartment behind the crisper where I can hide to talk on the phone.
On the practical side, I could use a talking daughter doll that says, "Yes, Mommy" to boost my parental confidence, along with one potty-trained
toddler, two kids who don't fight and three pairs of jeans that will zip all the way up without the use of power tools. I could also use a recording of
Tibetan monks chanting, "Don't eat in the living room" and 'Take your hands off your brother,' because my voice seems to be just out of my children's hearing range and can only be heard by the dog. And please don't forget the Playdoh Travel Pack, the hottest stocking stuffer this year for
mothers of preschoolers. It comes in three fluorescent colors and is guaranteed to crumble on any carpet making the in-laws' house seem just like
mine. If it's too late to find any of these products, I'd settle for enough time to brush my teeth and comb my hair in the same morning, or the luxury
of eating food warmer than room temperature without it being served in a Styrofoam container. If you don't mind I could also use a few Christmas
miracles to brighten the holiday season. Would it be too much trouble to declare ketchup a vegetable? It will clear my conscience immensely. It
would be helpful if you could coerce my children to help around the house without demanding payment as if they were the bosses of an organized
crime family; or if my toddler didn't look so cute sneaking downstairs to eat contraband ice cream in his pajamas at midnight.
Well, Santa, the buzzer on the dryer is ringing and my son saw my feet under the laundry room door. I think he wants his crayon back. Have a safe
trip and remember to leave your wet boots by the chimney and come in and dry off by the fire so you don't catch a cold. Help yourself to cookies
on the table but don't eat too many or leave crumbs on the carpet.
Yours Always...Mom.
P.S. - One more thing...you can cancel all my requests if you can keep my children young enough to believe in Santa.

Wesley United Methodist Church
1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-6549 patty@mcwesley.org
Office Hours: M-F 7:30-4:30 (closed noon hour)
Worship Times: Saturday, 5:00 PM
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:30

Next newsletter mailed
on
January 23, 2020.

Grace United Methodist Church
200 14th St. NW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-5727
Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:15

